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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 943 

As far as I know only one philosopher has given us any solution of 
this extraordinary feature of the impotency of Nature to reach its legiti- 
mate object. That philosopher is the man whose writings are more read 
than the writings of all other men put together, and it is in his Epistle 
to the Romans, which in the opinion of many is the greatest piece of 
ratiocination the world possesses. In the eighth chapter St. Paul declares 
that this impotency of Nature was not due to any inherent incapacity 
but that it was deliberately imposed by the Creator until such time as 
man recovered what his sin had divested him of, namely, the capability 
of regulating Nature, " dominion over the earth." 

H. Mahtyn Hart. 
The Deanery, Denver, Colorado. 

SUGGESTIONS 

Sir, — I have been reading the War Weekly and also The North 
American Review, buying the same at the news-stands. I have con- 
cluded I want to be sure of getting every number, and therefore inclose 
check for five dollars for combined subscription. 

There has been considerable discussion as to the future of Constanti- 
nople after the war. By general consent, the Turk is to be pitched out 
of Europe, and the question then is, who should have charge of the ad- 
ministration of the city? Russia cannot handle her own territory; Bul- 
garia should not have it, and it cannot be given to Serbia or Greece 
without serious difficulties. Joint control has never worked well. Not 
many Americans would be satisfied to hand it over either to France or 
England. 

Why not turn the civil administration over to Belgium? It would 
be a stinging rebuke to the Hun; a glorious tribute to the bravery of 
Belgium, and in the care of a small nation Constantinople would not be a 
menace to the rest of the world. I have never heard this discussed or 
mentioned in print. Coming from an obscure country lawyer, it would 
not be discussed for what I think is in it. Let Mr. Harvey think the 
proposition over and, if he agrees with me, present it as his own sug- 
gestion in some future number. 

I don't want to be a nuisance with suggestions, but Colonel Harvey 
discussed, some time since, possible nominees for the Presidency, and 
here is another suggestion: Let the Republican party nominate ex- 
Secretary Garrison on a platform of loyalty, and I think the rest of the 
campaign would take care of itself. I need hardly add that the Repub- 
lican party once took a Democrat and won in 1868. 

This is so revolutionary that it is best not to spring it with the other 
suggestion. As a life-long Republican, I would like to see just this 
nomination made. 

Pipestone, Minn. C. T. Howard. 

WE CONCUR 

Sir, — On the principle that " every little helps " I wish to commend 
most heartily William Roscoe Thayer's article in the October Review. 
It is the best prophylactic against maudlin sympathy for the " Hun " 
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that I have read. Albeit, out of respect for the Huns of history, I do 
not like to apply that epithet to the Prussianized Germans of to-day. 
Mr. Thayer always writes well — very well, in fact; but this time he has 
written admirably. I wish his article could be published in pamphlet 
form and placed in the hands of every family where English is read. 

I take the liberty also to say that your correspondent in Glenbrook, 
Conn., is probably in error regarding Sir Henry Wotton's definition of 
an ambassador. As the Carnegie library here is temporarily closed, I 
cannot investigate the case fully ; but William Lewis Hertslet, an English- 
man born in Germany, says in his Treppenwits der Weltgeschichte, the 
sixth edition of which lies before me, that the definition was written by 
Wotton in the album of his friend Fleckamore thus : " Legatus est vir 
bonus peragre missus ad mentiendum rei publicae causa." Taking into 
account the time when Sir Henry lived, and his reputation as a scholar, 
his use of the Latin would be antecedently probable. 

Athens, Ohio. Charles W. Super. 

IN TIME OF CRISIS 

Sir, — I have read your War Weekly and am a reader of your great 
monthly. I am pleased to state that I certainly appreciate your grand 
work in leading the thoughts of the Nation aright in the war crisis. 

I have but one criticism, and that is your disposition, as I see it, to 
hedge at times on the idea that you might be taken to be partisan. You 
are a partisan in the sense that you are positive. You know what you 
know and say it. And this you do in an original and pleasing style. 

War is a positive thing, and it must have determined and inflexible 
leadership both upon its military side as well as upon its diplomatic side 
— a leadership that is capable of holding the Nation firmly to the verities 
involved, that there be no wavering on the ultimate purposes, failing in 
which, all the sacrifice of blood and treasure may be in vain. Particularly 
is this needed in the gigantic struggle in which we are now involved. 
The German propaganda is watching the vulnerable spots in the allied 
diplomatic front, with an eye single to personal predilections and waver- 
ings in the personalities of the Allied leaders, as closely as it watches 
for the weak spots on the battle front. 

Durant, Okla. C. H. Elting. 

COMMIT IT TO MEMORY 

Sir, — The October number of The North American Review is the 
best ever issued. 

Thanking you for the great number of the North American Review, 
I am, sir, W. J. Boone. 

The College of Idaho, Caldwell, Idaho. 



